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For Immediate Release  

  

District student-athletes prepare to sign football scholarship offers  
 

Wednesday is National Signing Day across the country, and Aiken County Public 

School District students will once again be a part of the celebration. 

 

A total of eleven (11) District student-athletes from five (5) different schools are 

scheduled to sign their names to scholarship offers and various financial aid 

packages to play football at the next level.  

 

As a former high school football standout and college football player at The 

Citadel in Charleston, Superintendent Dr. Sean Alford fully understands and 

appreciates what the students are about to experience. 

 

“Each of these signings represents a lifetime of commitment and dedication for 

these students, their parents and families,” Dr. Alford commented. “We know 

that athletics is so much more than the spectacle of Friday night, so we 

congratulate these young men on finding something they love to do and then 

leveraging that into a great education.” 

 

At 9:00 a.m., a pair of Aiken High School standouts, offensive linemen Austin 

Schofield and Cameron Counts, are scheduled to sign with South Carolina State 

University and Northland Community and Technical College, respectively.  

 

Then, at 10:30 a.m. at Ridge Spring-Monetta High School, William Bedenbaugh is 

slated to sign with Newberry College. 

 

The excitement moves to Silver Bluff High School at 11:30 a.m. when defensive 

lineman Tarron Jackson is expected to sign with Coastal Carolina University.  

 

At 12:45 p.m., South Aiken High School will host four signings. Sojourn Gartrell is 

expected to sign with Butler Community College, Jared Butler should sign with 

Hutchinson Community College, quarterback Bowen Smith is expected to sign 

with the University of Pikeville, and Zalire Knowles should sign with Johnson C. 

Smith University.  
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Finally, at 1:00 p.m. at North Augusta High School, a trio of talented players will 

sign with their respective schools. Linebacker Rashad Byrd is expected to sign 

with Georgia Southern University, while safety Aaron Maddox will look to sign 

with Western Carolina University and defensive lineman Joe Mozone with 

Valdosta State University.  

 

National Signing Day Schedule 

9:00 a.m. – Aiken High School 

10:30 a.m. – Ridge Spring-Monetta High School 

11:30 a.m. – Silver Bluff High School 

12:45 p.m. – South Aiken High School 

1:00 p.m. – North Augusta High School   
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